4 


* ö 
- 8 2 8 
& ”— * 
— 
CY 
i 
. 


8E RMON 


PREACH'D AT THE G. x 38 
LAY 


— —" 


* 


4 N | 


NORWICH M1 


On WepxESDAY, Jan. 300 "” 1733- 


Being the Anniversary of the MARTYRDOM 


of King CHARLES the Finsr, | 
2 |} 


By SAMUEL SHUCK FORD, M. A. 


Recor of SHELTON in NoRrork, 


And Chaplain in Ordinary to his MAJESTY: : j 
Printed by W1iLL1AaM CASE; And are = 
to be Sold by bim, and DAvID SAMUEL, 8 


Bookſeller in Lynn- Regis. 
MDCC XXIV. 


NORWICH. 2 
At a full Court of Mayoralty held thi 
6th Day of February, 1733. 


ORDERED, 1 
That Mr. Alderman /' ER E be deſirec 
to return the Thanks of this Court 
to the Reverend Mr. StuckroRD, 
for his Excellent Sermon on the zoth 
of January laſt ; and to deſire that 
he will pleaſe to Print the ſame, 


By the COURT. 
LODGE 
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/ 


JerREMIAH Ives, Elq; 
M AT &@ BK, 


AND THE 


COURT of ALDERMEN 


OF THE 


CITY or NORWICH, 


This DISCOURSE, publiſhed at 
their ReQvesr, is, 
with the greateſt Reſpect, 


DEDICATED, 
by their 


molt Obedient | 
and Obliged i 
Humble SERVAN T, 


. SHUGK FORD. 


PROV. XXIV. 21. 
My Son, fear thou the Lord 
and the King ; and meddle 


not with them that are gi- 
den to Change. 


to our well-being in this 

PL World, that a Man can 
= have but little Notion of 
1 the Condition and Dc- 
2 mands of our common 
Life, who does not ſce, 
that it muſt be the indiſpenſable Duty of 
all Men, in their reſpective Orders, Places 
and Stations, to ſubmit to it. 


Tu Heathen Writers had a full Con- 
viction of the Importance of this Truth; 
and they endeavoured to inculcate and en- 

B force 
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force it, according to the Principles they had 
to argue upon, in diverſe Manners: And, tho' 
cannot find, that they have treated the 
Subject ſo fully and fo clearly, as we can; 
yet ſome of them appear to have made 
conſiderable Advances towards placing the 
Duties of Submiſhon to Governours upon the 
ſame Foundations, as revealed Religion has 
aſſigned to them; namely, it's being the 
Divine Will, that Men ſhould diſcharge 
— themſelves well in this Matter. Tully, in 
his Offices argues very juſtly ;  <* That the 
© Diſturbers and Deſtroyers of the Rights 
of Social Life, ate guilty of an Impiety 
to the Gods; the Gods, he fays, having 
« laid thefe Foundations for our common 
Happineſs,” A Sentiment, which would 
eaſily lead to what our Scriptures more 
plainly offer to us, that Government is the 
Ordinance of God tt, and that We ought to + 
pay Obedience to it, wot only fer Wrath ; 
but for Conſcience-ſake; or to . is hinted 
in the Words, I am to diſcourſe on, that the 
Fear of the Lord would teach us to fear the 
King alſo, and not to meddle with them, 
that are. given to Change. 


ec 


te 


+ Cic. de Offic: 1. 3. e. 6. 4 Rom. x11, v. 2. 
THE 
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Tur Expreſſion in the Text, to fear the 


Lord, does not here fignify, to live in a laviſh 


Dread and Terror of the Divine Being; for 
God has not given us this Spirit of Pear t 
but it rather denotes to us, ſuch an awtul 
and religious Senſe of God as may command 
us to a Performance of the Duties of our 
Lives : In this Senſe the Pſalmiſt uſed a like 


Expreſſion, when he pronounced the Fear of 


the Lord to be clean;* meaning, that it is 
a Principle, which tends to make us clean, 
or to purify us from all Iniquity. 


Ix like Manner, to ſear the King, does 
not here denote to us, to be afraid of the 
Power, as thoſe indeed, who do Evil, have 
juſt Reaſon to be, becauſe the Magiſtrate 
beareth not the Sword in vain; but it rather 


ſuggeſts that due Reverence and Regard, 


which we ought at all Times to have for 
thoſe, who have the Rule over us, and to 
whom We ought, upon a Senſe of Duty, to 
ſubmit ourſelves. 


Tarr Words I have choſen, have been 
frequently made the Subject of Diſcourſes 
upon this Day. And ſome of the beſt 


++ 2 Tim. I v. 7, * Pſalm xix. v. 9. ** Rom. XIII. v4. 
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Preachers of our Church have taken Occa- 
ſion from them to conſider, | 


Pier the fatal Deſire of Change, which in 
the Times of our Fathers poſſeſled by Turns 
almoſt all Parties in theſe Kingdoms, and be- | 
came the Cauſe of the horrid Wickedneſs We " 
have been lamenting, and of the Troubles N 
and Public Confuſions, which followed it. 


I x the next Place, they have vindicated: 
both our Church and State from the Im- 
putations of our Enemies; by proving, 

that nothing like the Guilt of this Day can 
be charged upon our happy and glorious 
REVOLUTION; by ſhewing, that 
neither any true Fear of God, nor any juſt and G 
religious Duty to our Governours, could lead 
us into the Deſtruction, that was at that Time 
preparing for us; and that not a Deſire of 
Change, but a wiſe and religious Attach- 
ment to our moſt excellent Conſtitution both 
in Church and State, in Oppoſition to an en- 
tire Change or Diſſolution of it, diſpoſed us 
to accept, and rejoice in the happy and great 
Deliverance, which God was then pleaſed 
providentially to offer us. ,* 5 


See a moſt excellent Sermon upon this Subj ect preached be- 
fore the Houſe of Lords Jan. 30. 1715. by the then Lord Biſhop of | 
* Guwucefter. Printed for Matthew TRE. at the Three Daggers in 5 | | 
Nect. rte. 
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AN p laſtly, they have recommended to- 


us a ſleady Performance of our Duties both 
to God and to our Governours, as the only 
ſure Means to continue us a bappy and a 
flouriſhing People. | 


Ap in ſome ſuch Method I ſhould endea- 

vour to order my Diſcourſe, if I either 
thought my ſelf able to add to what has 
been offered upon theſe Topics, or that it 
could be neceſſary for me in this Place to re- 
conſider theſe Matters: But ſurely, thefe 
Things are, e're this Time, ſufficiently known 
amongſt us, and happy ſhould we be, if We 
would but live and a& according to what 
we may know of them. 


As this, I think, is the only Thing in which 
we may perhaps be ſaid to be now wanting; 
ſol ſhall begLeave upon the preſent Occaſion, 


FIRST, to make a general mention of 
the Happineſs We enjoy under the preſent 
Government; and. to ſuggeſt, what that 
Fear of the King, what that Duty and Sub- 
jection is, which the Prince now upon the 
Throne expects from us. 


SECONDLY, to conſider, how certainly 
ths Fear of God, or a due Senſe of Religion, 
would 


N 
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would lead us to a full Performance of ſuch 
a Submiſſion. And 


TXr1npriy, I would offer to you, how little 
Reaſon the Men amongſt us, that are now 
for Change, have to expect we ſhould med- 
ale, or be concerned and engaged with them. 


FI Rs r, let me mention ſome of the Hap- 
pineſſes We enjoy under the preſent Govern- 
ment, and ſuggeſt what Duty may be ex- 
pected from us in Return for them. 


An p here indeed, if we give Ear to ſome 
uneaſy Spirits, enbo are ſeeking continually 
whom they may pervert, We ſhall hear of 
Grievances, Rumours of Grievances, from 
the Court, fromthe Army, in the City, and 
in the Ccuntry : But, let any one fit down 
and examine theſe Things ſoberly, and in 
the Fear of God, with a due Reſolution 
to believe and to ſpeak, Evil of no Man, t 
eſpecially of Dignities,tt and of the Ruler 
of our People t, any farther, than he ſhall 
find a fall Realon for ſo doing; and then, 
how will all theſe Pretences vaniſh, and 
come to nothing? 


+ Tit. 111 v. 2. + 2 Pet. 11. v. 10. 4+ Ads xxI II. v. 5. 


Ip 
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I's We look up to the Court, what is the 
| Power, what are the Demands made, or. 
there claimed, which the Public Wiſdom of 


the whole Kingdom have not provided, con- 
curred in, and conſented to, for the due Sup- 
port of the Dignity of the Crown, and of the 
Public Happineſs ? If We look to the 
Camp, what Forces, or Guards has the King 
either for his own Perſon, or for the Defence 
of his Kingdoms, more than what the Le- 
giſlature have thought neceſſary to provide 
and appoint for him ? If We look into the 
City, what Privileges are there in any City, 
which the Government has violated, or not 
protected in their full Meaſure? Or in the 
Country, what is the Liberty and the Pro- 
perty, we can any of us claim a Right to, 
which is taken away; or rather, which is 
not preſerved and improved to us? 


L E r us look into the ſeveral Orders and 
Degrees of Men: and, have not All the full 
Enjoyment of their own Happineſs > — Are 


We Rich? Is there any Nation, Language, 


or People under Heaven, who have their 
Wealth and Affluence more to themſelves ? 
What Check, what Controll, have any over 
us, to prevent our uſing or enjoying what We 

have 
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would lead us to a full Performance of ſuch 
a Submiſſion. And 


TIR DI, I would offer to you, how little 
Reaſon the Men amongſt us, that are now 
for Change, have to expe& we ſhould med- 
ale, or be concerned and engaged with them. 


FI RS 1, let me mention ſome of the Hap- 
pineſſes We enjoy under the preſent Govern- 
ment, and ſuggeſt what Duty may be ex- 
pected from us in Return for them. 


An » here indeed, if we give Ear to 1ome 
uneaſy Spirits, who are ſeeking continually 
whom they may pervert, We ſhall hear. of 
Grievances, Rumours of Grievances, from 
the Court, fromthe Army, in the City, and 
in the Country: But, let any one fit down 
and examine theſe Things ſoberly, and in 
be Fear of God, with a due Reſolution 
to believe and to ſpeak, Evil of no Man, t 
eſpecially of Dignities, ſt and of the Ruler 
of our People tt, any farther, than he ſhall 
find a full Realon for ſo doing; and then, 
how will all theſe Pretences vaniſh, and 
come to nothing? 


+ Tit. 111 v. 2. ++ 2 Pet. 11, v. 10. 4+ Acts xx111.V. 5. 
Ls - 
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Is We look up to the Court, what is the 
| Power, what are the Demands made, or 
there claimed, which the Public Wiſdom of 

the whole Kingdom have not provided, con- 
curred in, and conſented to, for the due Sup- 
port of the Dignity of the Crown, and of the 
Public Happineſs 2 If We look to the 
Camp, what Forces, or Guards has the King 
either for his own Perſon, or for the Defence 
of his Kingdoms, more than what the Le- 
gillature have thought neceſſary to provide 
and appoint for him If We look into the 
City, what Privileges are there in any City, 
which the Government has violated, or not 
protected in their full Meaſure? Or in the 
Country, what is the Liberty and the Pro- 
perty, we can any of us claim a Right to, 
which is taken away; or rather, which is 

not preſerved and improved to us? 


L E r us look into the ſeveral Orders and 
Degrees of Men: and, have not All the full 
Enjoyment of their own Happineſs 2 — Are f 
We Rich e Is there any Nation, Language, i 

or People under Heaven, who have their 
Wealth and Affluence more to themſelves ? | 
What Check, what Controll, have any over | 
us, to prevent our uſing or enjoying what We ] 
have 


1 
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have, in all the Fullneſs of our own Deſires ? 
Are We Poor ? Is there not a legal Provi- 
fion for the Poor? — Are We in the middle 
Rank of Life ? In what Place of this Nation 
does the Man live, who cannot ſit down in 
Peace, and Security, to eat of bis own 
Vine, and of bis own Fig-Tree, and to drink 
the Waters of his own Ciſtern? © 


REr1G10N is a Part of our happy Eſta- 
bliſnment: And J hope, I may be allowed to 
ſay, It is a Part, which has hitherto been ſo 
productive of the Bleſſings of God to this 
Kingdom, that it never will be forgotten, 
or thought of with Indifference by any of 
us: Permit me therefore, to mention to you 
the Church, and to ask, what is the parti- 
cular, in which the King is not it's nus ſing 
Father, and the Queen it's nurſing f Mother? 
What Protection, or Support from our De— 
tender of the Faith is there wanting to the 
Church; that is neceſſary to the Maintenance 
of true Religion; to enable it's Miniſters to 
promote, or it's People to purſue, the great 
Ends, for which our bleſſed Lord planted and 
ordained his Church on Earth : I mean, the 


* Iſaiah xxxv1. v. 16. + Ifaiah xL1x. v. 3. 


Glory 


Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men? 
Or if we look wit heut the Church; have 
not Th ſe, who are ſo unhappy as to 
diſſent from us, a juſt Indulgence and To 


leration in all it's Branches maintained to 
them. pap 


Fox the Sake of all theſe Things, and 
to be protected in all theſe Things, pay We 
Tribute; to enable our Governours to 
be unto us the Miniſters of God for 
Good *,* : But what is the Tribute we pay, 
more than what We our ſelves, by our 
Repreſentatives have thought proper in a 
legal Way to impoſe ? Or what have our 


Repreſentatives ever been able to think of, 


to leſſen the Tribute paid by us, which the 
King has not either with great Pleaſure 
to himſelf dictated, or readily concur- 


red in, for the promoting the Eaſe and 
Happineſs of his People. 


I x next to the King we conſider his 
Family, have we not in the Queen, a moſt 
excellent Princeſs, attending, as it were, 
upon this very Thing, to ſecond, and to 


** Plalm: I II. v. 6f. *,* Rom. xI II. v. 4. 


CG wiſh 
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wiſh and promote an happy Effect to all 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious Deſigns for the 
Good of his People? And are We not 
happy in a numerous Royal Family, for- 


med and difpoſed' to be the laſting Sup- 
ports of our National Proſperity ? 


AND now; What is the Duty expected 
from us in Return for all this Happineſs? 
may I not ſum it up in almoſt one Word ? 
It is only, that We would live, according 
to our Laws, under the King as Supreme; 
under our Governours, as them that are 
ſent by him, rendering no more than their 
legal Dues to all; Tribute to whom Tri- 
bute is due; Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ; Fear 
to whom Fear; and Honour to whom Ho- 


aour. And ſurely, it will be very ealy for 
me to ſhew you, 


IN the SzconD Place, that the Fear 
of God ; a due Senſe of Religion, will lead 
us to a full Performance of this Duty. 'The 
1-rinciples of our Religion do moſt exprefly 
command it, Let every Soul, ſays St. Paul, 
be ſubjett to the hig her Powers ; for there 
is no Power but of God : the Powers that 
are, are ordained of God, Whoſoever on 

| ore 
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fore raſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Or- 

dinauce of God : and they that reſiſt, hall 

receive to themſelves Damnation F —— » 

Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubjett, not only 
for Wrath but for Conſcience Sake. f. Again 
0 the ſame Apoſtle in another Place. Put them 
| in. mind to be ſubjett to Principalities and 
Powers; to obey Magi fi rates. tft In like 
Manner Sf. Peter: Submit your ſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake 
; . For this is the Will of C ——. 
Fear God, honour the King. tt 


We indeed of this Nation, have had 

_ Diſputes about the Latitude and Direction 
of theſe and ſuch like Texts of the ſacred 
Writings ; But it is pretended, that all Par- 

q ties are now agreed about the Meaning of 
them: If they be ſo, how beautifully might 
we all unite in bringing forth the true 

Fruits of ſuch an Agreement now in it's 

' _ Seaſon? A Britiſh King, not ſetting him- 

| ſelf above our Laws, but governing his Peo- 
| ple according to them, is certainly the moſt 
clearly irreſiſtible of any Prince in the whole 
World. He acts evidently by the fulleſt 


+ Rom. xIII. v. 2. v. 5. FIT Tit. 111. v. 1. fret. 11. v.13. 
C2 Autho- 


— 
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Authority both Human and Divine, and the 
Laws he governs by, being made by the 


public Conſent of the Kingdom, it is not 
_ eaſy to ſuppoſe any Thing, that can juſtify 
his Subjects to either God or Man, if 


they are diſobedient or diſreſpectful to him. 


Such a Prince, We are ſo happy as to have 


now upon the Throne: And there could at 


preſent be no Schiſms, no Parties in the Bo- 
dy Politic of theſe Kingdoms, if under him 
the Head, We would all, as our Laws and 
Conſtitution direct, be fitly joined and com- 
patted together, every one to adorn his Place 
and Station, according to what is right in 
the Sight of God, and in the Eye of the 
World. Factious Men may call every 
Thing Liberty, which they may have a 
Mind to do: But to aſperſe our Sovereign; 
to defame his Miniſters; to traduce the 
Legiſlature; to oppoſe every Fancy of our 
own to the public Meaſures; in order to raiſe 
popular Jealouſies, Heats, Diſcontents and 
Uneaſineſles; We ought to take no ſuch 
Liberty, -neither is it juſtifiable, by either 


Reaſon or Religion to any Government un- 


der Heaven. 


B u 
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Bur nothing of this Sort, would be heard 
of amongſt us, if the Chriſtian Religion had 
its true Effet upon us. For not only it's 
Precepts, enjoining us the Duties we are to 
pay to our Governours,, command us the 
dire& contrary to all theſe 'Things ; but the 
general Tendency and Influence of this Re- 
ligion would ſo temper and diſpoſe the 
Thoughts of our Hearts, as to prevent our 
being ever guilty of ſuch Misbehaviours, 


If we look into the Nature and Manage- 


ment of our preſent Diviſions, may we not 
ſay of them, that they come in a great 


| Meaſure from hence, even from our Luſta f? 


Not Principle; but rather Ambition, Envy, 
or a Spirit of perſonal Animoſity appears to 
be too much the Cauſe of them. Men of 
private Life would be 'in public: Men in 
public Life think they deſerve a double 
Honour: The Rich would be ſtill richer, 
and the honourable more honourable. A 
quiet Spirit and 'a contented Heart ſeems 
to be departing away from us; and if theſe 
Humours are to go on, and increale, Mat 
ſhall we do in the End there} ? But Re- 
ligion would afford us a Cure for all theſe 


+ Jamet iv. v. t. 


: Evils 


. 
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Evils, by teaching us truly to govern every - 
proper Emotion of our Hearts, which leads 
unto theſe Things. | 

| TH Heart of Man is indeed the Seat 
of various Paſſions ; But no Sentiment can 
ariſe in it tending to the public Good, 
which our Religion, if well attended to, 
would not bring forth, and cauſe to ſhine out 
in it's full Luſtre: On the other Hand; We 
can have no peeviſn, narrow, or diſorderly 
Inclination, that can be hurtful to Society, 


or ſeditious to Government; but that a 
due Fear of God, would ſuppreſs it's Emo- 


tions, awe it into a Compoſure, and pre- 
vent it's breaking out to do Evil. 


Tu Generous and the Brave, who have 
Spirit and Abilities for the Service of 
the Public, may, if they be called into 
Publick Stations, find Chriſtianity to in- 
ſpire them with an inlarged Heart, not 
to ſeek their own, but the public 
Wealth:* And the falſe Patriot, who un- 
der a Pretence of ſerving the Public, is inr 


* i Corinth: x. v. 244 


tent 
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tent upon private Viet, as his Heart 
knows it's own Baſeneſs, fo if the Fear of 
God were not put away far from him, 


would conſider, that God is greater thay 
his Heart, and knoweth all Things. ** 


A Man of true Religion would. not 
free bimſelf, if another is in high Sta- 
tion; neither would he act contrary to 

bis Duty, tho' himſelf, his Party, or 

þ his Friends, have not ſuch public Poſts 
of Honour or Advantage, as they may | 

deſire; But He would rule bis own Spi- | 

rit, „, and be a virtuous Man and a duti- 

ful Subject, tho' no Direction of the Reins 

ö of Government be committed to them 
And if great e may be enjoy- 
ed; | whether it be by the Perſons he 
likes, or diſlikes, that very worthy Deeds 
are done unto his Nation; He would ac- 
cept it always, and himſelf rejoice, and | 
endeavour to influence others to rejoiee 
likewiſe, in the publick Happineſs. But | 
a different Behaviour is too viſible amongſt | 
.us A dutiful Reſpe& to our Superiots 
is too ealily laid aſide ; and thoſe who can | 


** 1 John 111. v. 20. „ * Prov. Xvi.v. 32. f Acts xxv.v 2. 


draw 


— a — — — 2 Se 
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Arat aſter them a Number of their Fel- 


low- Subjects, are ſtrangely diſpoſed to 
think themſelves at Liberty, as their Hu- 
mours lead them, to ſtir up Heats, and 
to threaten the Public with great Confu- 
ſions. 4 


Mx and Brethren, you that are of my 
private Rank of Life, and make up the 
more popular Part of this Audience, let me 
ſpeak freely unto you of theſe Matters. 
Theſe Things ought not ſo to be: And if 
any will attempt to miſlead us in this 
Manner; Religion, ( if it were attended 
to,) would teach the loweſt of us all fo 
much Prudence aud Diſcretion, as not to 


be carried about with every Wind, every 
-Artifice, which they may think fit to 


try upon us. Let me offer to you the 
Words cf that moſt Excellent Prince , 
who fell the Martyr of this Day. In one 
ef his Papers, f he argues to this Effect, 
The true Liberty of my Subjects conſiſts 
*© not in ſharing the Power of Government; 
ss but in living under ſuch Laws as may 


+ Paper, containing what the King deſigned to have offered to the 
Lords and Commons in the Painted Chamber, | 


give 


——— — 
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ce give them the beſt Aſſurance of their 


te Lives, and Propriety of their Goods“. 


And again, in his Speech upon the Scaf- 


fold, For the People, ſays he, truly I 
by defirs their Liberty and Freedom as 
e much as any Body whomſoever: But I 


e muſt tell you, that their Liberty and 


* Freedom confiſt in having Government 
© under thoſe Laws, by which their 


© Lives and Their's may be moſt their 


* own ; it is not in baving a Share of the 

Government: That is nothing pertaining 
ce to. them“. We have now the Enjoy- 
ment of all that is our own, under the 
Protection of the known and ſtated Laws 
of our Country : And if Thoſe, who would 
diſcompoſe us, have nothing more to offer 
to us, than that the Perions, who have 


the Direction of public Matters; do not 


manage to their Satisfaction; or that 
Themſelves, or their Friends; have not 
the Power and Influence, they could 2wi/f 
for; ſurely, we ought not to be moved 
from our Duties for any ſuch Matters; 
but both They, and We, (to uſe again 
the Words of the bleſſed King laſt men- 
tioned) if we would go right and have 
God to proſper us; ought to be careful to 

D give 


=] 
| 


a — —E—4ͤ—ä ͤ 


| 
| 
j 
| 


58 IF SERMON Preachd at the 
gice the King bis Due: 1 might add, 


and the whole Legiſlature their Due, 
as the Lats of the Land clearly inftrutt 
tis in that Particular: Or, (to uſe the 
Words of the Apoſtle,) We fhould ftudy 
to be quiet, and to mind our own Buſineſs ; 


to lead under our Governours, quiet 


aid peaceable Lives in all Eoaline/ and 
Hon: fty. tt 


I am in the 14s Place to conſider, how 
little Reaſon thoſe Men, who may be 
now given to Change, have to expect, that 
we ſhould meddle with; be concerned, or 
engaged with them. And here I might 
ask, What is the Bleffing now wanted, 
either in Church or State, which they can 
pretend they deſign to give us? Can We 
cver expect to ſee a greater Concurrence of 
the Legiſlature to fupport an Adminiſtra- 
tion? The Practices of the preſent Oppo- 
fers, to heat and inflame the Populace, by 
the Inſinuations of private Men in oppoſition 


to the public Wiſdom, run contrary to all 


Order, and ſubjection to Government; and 
ean at this Time tend only to weaken and 


++ 1 Theſs, Iv. v. 11, 1 Tim. 11 v. 2. 


divide 


*Y 
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divide us amongſt our ſelves, and thereby 
to expoſe us to our Common Enemy. 


I we look back to the Meaſures, that 
were taken to bring on the Calamities of 
this Day; we ſhall find, they were pretty 
much of the ſame Nature, witk thoſe, that 
ſome Men are endeavouring now to lead us 
into, in order to raiſe Difficulties to the 
preſent Government. The Parliament, that 
then was, appear to have had en Intention 
of proceeding to the horrid murder of their 
Sovereign; nor did any very conſiderable 
Number of the Repreſentatives of the People 
defizn ever to come up to ſo infimous a 
Wickedneſs. But from allmoſt the Begin- 
ning of the Troubles, a factious and reſtleſs 
Minority, by perpetually calumniaring the 
Court, and inflaming the Country, became 
able to bring into Diſrepute, and to ſet a- 


fide, all that would not join in the chemes, 


which they had concerted." And, as he 
Beginning of Strife is as when one letteth out 


Mater; as no one can tell, when he breaks 


down the eſtabliſhed banks and Mounds of 
Government, what may happen to we the 


* The Reader may find the Par:iculars to have been Fact, trcm 
the Earl of C/arendon's Hiſtory. * Prov. xvii. v. 14. 


D 2 Event; 


1% A SERMON Preachd at the 
Event; ſo in theſe Times, new Projects and 
Projectors aroſe daily, and grew conſiderable 
enough to overrule thoſe, who at Length 
would have returned back to their Duty and 
Allegiance; and in order to it, voted in 
their Parliament, that the King had given 
them a ſufficient Ground for the Settlement 
of the Peace of the Kingdom. , But tho? 
they had found the People weak eno? to be 
deluded into ſuch Heats, as had given them 
Power to bring upon the Nation innumerable 
Evils ; yet they did not find themſelves ſtrong 
eno to put a Stop to them, when They de- 
ſired it: But a few Men, bent upon farther 
Miſchiefs, were eafily able to ſet then alide 
too, and to finiſh the public Deſolations. * "ug 


Tux noble Hiſtorian, than whom England 
perhaps neyer had a more worthy Stateſman, 
nor the King, who was this Day murdered, 
amore loyal Subject, could not but confeſs, 
that there were ſome extraordinary proceed- 
ings of the Court, which gave Occaſion to 
| the Beginning of the I roubles. f But if por 


** Clarendon, B. xi. 6.9 hand s Hiſt, B. xi. 
T See Lord Clarendm's Hiſt, V. i. 
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pular Commotions for the Redreſs of real 
Grievances, haye been experienced to have 
produced ſuch Calamities and Confuſions, as 
our Fathers for many Years laboured un- 
der; ſhall not, what happened unto them, be 
for Enſamples to us for ever? to teach us ne- 
ver to meddle with Perſons, who endea- 
vour to raiſe amongſt us a Spirit of Oppoſi- 
tion to our Governours, at a Time, when 
we have no real Cauſe for Uneaſineſs; but 


might all be happy in our National Proſpe- 
rity, if all would be but quiet ? 


THERE is a Remark in an ancient Hiſtoy 
rian ſo applicable to our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, that I cannot but read to you the 
Subſtance of it. When a State, ſays he, 
* has ſtruggled thro' many Difficulties, 
and has arrived at a full Eſtabliſhment ; 
it will not long enjoy it's Happineſs, be- 
fore the Luxury, Ambition and Corrup- 
tion of its Members, will bring it into 
new Dangers : Private Men will have 
. warm Competitions for public Honours 
te and Employments ; and thoſe, who are 
** Diſappointed will be apt to enter into 
<< peeviſh Meaſures, and under a ""_ 
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& of adyancing the Cauſe of Lilloeds, | run 
* the Hazard of introducing popular Con- 
9 2 3 


Tu Providence of God has indeed 
vouchſafed many Signal Deliverances to 
theſe Nations. He, in his own Time, put 
an End to the Miſeries of this Day; reſto» 
red to us, in a wonderful Manner, our Con- 
ſtitution in both Church and State: He has 
ſince, preſerved and delivered us from a 


. Popifh King, and brought us ſafe into the 


Hands of an Illuſtrious and Proteſtant Roy- 
al Family; and given us in the numerous 
Branches of it an happy Proſpect of the 
Continuance of his Bleſſings to our lateſt 
Poſterity. Oh ! that We would be fo wiſe, 
as duely to conſider theſe Things, and to 
form our ſelves according to them ! That 
We would at laſt be an happy and united 
People: united, not in Principles of Infi- 
delity and Diſregard to all Religion; not 
in an Alienation of our Hearts from our 
Sovereign ; not in a Deſire to Diſtreſs his 
Government, or to oppoſe the Meaſures 


++ Polybiui. Lib. 6. c. 55. 
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"WM he is taking 4 for Our Safety - and Pro- | 


tection. For Theſe are Plans of Union 
fit to be projected for us, only by the Emif- 
faries from Rome, and Agents of the Pre- 
tender, who, I fear, were never more buſy, 
than they now are in corrupting our People, 
and who cannot but rejoice to ſee us run- 
ning into every Confuſion : But let us be a 
People happily united in the Pear of God, 
and of the King; and above the Reach of 
the Artifices of thoſe, who are Bam to 
Change 


Wr may flatter our ſelves as We pleaſe; 

but We are neither a greater nor a wiſer - 
People, than many other neighbouring Na- 
tions ; only, God has diſtinguiſhed us by his 
true Religion, reformed, preſerved and eſta» 
bliſhed amongſt us, in a Manner beyond 
what can be the Boaſt of other King- 
doms. This therefore is our Privilege; 

And happy ſhould We be, if We would 
make it a national Concern, to walk wor- 
thy of it : that by the Soundneſs of 

our Faith; by an hearty Attach- 
ment and Allegiance to the KING. 

who under God is the true @Defen- 


der 
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der of it and by the | Virtue and Re. 4 
ligion of our Lives; We may ſhine 4. 
peculiar People; and ſecure to our ſelves” * 
a well grounded Hope, that God will be 
with us always, even to the End of the 
World. * 


Matt. xxv111. v. 20, 
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